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THE USE OF HEROIC MATERIAL WITH THE EARLY ADOLESCENT, 
PUTTING SPECIAL EMPHASIS UPON 
THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS 


INTRODUCTION 


ie 

Persons have the freedom, the self-direction, the 
choice and the power to fashion themselves after an 
ideal. This is one of the highest characteristics in 
the human self. 

The very fact that persons have the capacity to 
choose, to direct themselves toward some far-off goal, 
which may be a seemingly impossible achievement in charac- 
ter, is the very difference between man and lower animals. 
When man sets his face in the direction of an Utopian 
dream -- when he sees the raw, crude, uncontrolled pas- 
sions and instincts of his nature sublimated by the nobler 
force of an unattained ideal -- it is then that he makes 
that choice to reach out toward the ultimate realities 
and mold his own personality in their crucible, tien that 
man becomes divinely human and distinct from the animal 
world. What higher achievement can there be for a young 
life, premature, undeveloped -- a storm center of un- 
social impulses and instincts caught in the charm of the 
impossible, held in check and balance, yea, even subtly 
fashioned after an ideal set up in the far-off land of 


his imagination! 
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There is no doubt that we are all hero worshippers. 
We read tales of heroism and an approving thrill runs 
down our spines and thereafter we are never the same. 

We have found examples. They may be heroes that have 
actually lived, heroes who have fought a valiant moral 
fight with the ever uprising passions of their own 
worse selves -- and in the end have won out. 

Perhaps our hero is one who, along with the struggle 
with self, has given himself for a social ideal, which 
has cost him the contempt of his brethern and finally 
the cross. 

The ideal hero is far more a motivating power in 
each of us than we realize. We live, not alone and for 
ourselves, but we are so inextricably intertwined in a 
great social whole that the group is truly part of our- 
selves. The discouragement which one harbors to-day 
may be entirely expelled tomorrow and a burning enthu- 
siasm and optimism may take the helm, all because a 
hero has been found. What was thought not true, or 
what could not be done, now seems not impossible. 
Therefore each of us is looking about among our fellow- 
men for someone to show us that it can be done -- for 
a hero. Hach of us, then, is, to some youngster or 
other person, a hero, for better or for worse. And 
all of us are especially influenced by a man of genius -- 


a great hero. 
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Our hero is usually one who is most human, for 
then it seems that his struggle is our struggle. 
Emil Ludwig has well put this in these words: 

"The more human our hero appears the more keenly 
we are ruled by his struggle -- the great struggle with 
himself and the lesser one with the world around -- and 
only when we recognize all the great and small obstacles 
which the body and the spirit place in the way of striv- 
ing man, only then can we admire him unreservedly be- 
cause he achieved so much in spite of all. 

"Everyone, however humble, must find something of 
himself in such a man in order to love him. To produce 
pictures of men has a meaning only when these are turned 
intc models for men, and as models we can accept only 
our own brothers. If we see a great man come and go, 
plan and toil, reject and start over again; if we see 
the mainsprings of his endeavors, then, and only then, 
can we use him as a mirror -- and the creation of such 
mirrors is the principle motive of all art. 

"Life alone can illuminate the work. Actions 
alone illuminate the life. But this life is made up 
of thousands of emotions, and only he who can trace the 
former to the latter is capable of placing before us 2 
complete man. Any other method results merely in pic- 
tures of heroes, and heroes have already turned to 


stone." 
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Ludwig, Emil, Life of Napoleon. 


“aot ,tecond Jaom ay on sito <lievas ai oted 290 
7. 


sh <sizauisa amo af agarats aig: tend agiose Ji» aodt 


-abtow vast at eins nested irae asd alwhbul Lim 

~“inesad ston sift  atsec se eisd wo neva otom oT” . 

- ahte Siasesse d8o7S tit -- elggetse aid yd bolut 91s ow 

bas - pasors bivow srs citiw end teaeol oft bos Tloamtd 

* atifostedo iisma Sas faery etd fis esingoos1 aw nesiw vino 
_ ewints 2o ys Set ni soeig sitiye od One “bod ond doidw> 

"ed. yfbsvireseine aid otimbs ow ms0 enact yino ,tem sok | 

fie to otiqa ot doum oe bevetiios sd o8he0 

to gaititvemoe brit sau -o idan ipeied , snOYTevE” 

a 7 cancels Of “-mitd gvol of 19ept0 ot asm 8 dows ak-tioemta . 


¢ 
— 
~~ 


= $58 egart Hoty \ftto yatasem s asi wet lo asautetq 4 


i 


pe = xf eyeove 29 ow aisbom as 55 _ ont sot sfobom ovat 
>. 45 403bos 9moo-nam dsetg & 998 ow TT satedto1d mwo. m0 
is 992 ou ti ~wateags ovo disse boas tosjex ,liot baa nai 
ould “(hero bas fens j,etovesbro ein to aga iiqan fsa ent 
Hosa tO soidsato sdt bus ~- to1iint 5 os ath say ow NBO) 
se ifg to svitom olgtonitg sid ef eroritm 

anction dtd sit stenismifk aso saols etha* 0 3 

qi baa ar otit aias sua .ottl sod et snkam£lt <outeen 
oid sositt nso onw od ease bis ,amoivoms To abssasons 0 7 
s au stoted gitfosiq to oldaqso at asttvsi oat of tomtot 
=df@ ni yfstem siluast bontom tonto: Yor - fant stoiquoo a 


ot beows Yosetis event sgoted Das. aor to —- 
z 9 


mie - ssoadogei to_9: ae ws as 


- on ' 
ae — 


Re aeeur pens of this thesis is to discuss the value 
of the heroic, and its use in the training of the early 
adolescent. This is the period in early manhood and 
womanhood when life is so vitally concerned with ideals, 
the period which so powerfully determines whether a boy 
or girl hears the call of the high or the call of the 


wild. 


II. 

Knowledge of one's pupils is fundamental to the 
teacher and the teaching process. The period we are 
studying, early adolescence, is the transition period. 
"Entering the years of mystery "*-- thus someone has 
characterized it. It is the time when the boy or girl 
has a re-birth. They are going through a rapid physical, 
intellectual, social, and religious change. 

Miss Maus says that God takes the first eleven or 
twelve years of human life to grow and mature a body, 
mind, heart, and soul of a child, and then takes the next 
twelve year period to turn that matured child into an 
adult who functions with all the powers and capacities 
of adulthood. 

The marked characteristics of this period are that 
we are born first into existence and secondly into life, 


the first time as a member of the race and then as the 


a ee 


ur 
Maus, C. P. Teaching the Youth of the Church, 
(A good, clear, concise book on the subject. ) 
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member of a sex. The physical and mental effects of 
this epoch in human life begin earlier and last longer 
than is sometimes supposed. They dominate this entire 
period. 

"Rapid growth and increase in mental energy mark 
these years. Emotions, vague and disordered, displace 
the placidity of earlier years. Ambitions, yearnings, 
desires, are formulated crudely and for the first time. 
Introspection begins and a morbid self-consciousness is 
not infrequent. Abnormally intense religious experi- 
ences and reflections are common. The old familiar 
tasks, occupations, games, no longer seem to suffice -- 
the soul seems to overflow as it were and demands new 
and more difficult problems to occupy and absorb its 
activities. "* 

The gang is a force of this age. "The gang is 
the greatest help and the greatest danger of the ages 
between twelve and sixteen. At its best it crystallizes 
loyalty and precipitates enthusiasm as nothing else can. 
At its worst it eats away individuality and leaves only 
the crushing control of a boss." 

Appeals may be made to the noble elements in chivalry 
in boys and womanliness in girls. It is easy to appeal 


to these idealizations of worthy attributes. Boys should 


a 
Mudge, E. L. Psychology of Harly Adolescence, pp. 12, 31. 
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have before them the examples of strong men who were 
Chivalrous and true to the finest ideals. Giris should 
have before them the examples of worthy and noble women. 
The ideal heroes and heroines for early adolescents are 
strong, vigorous, controlled personalities. 

The Church School teacher has a splendid opportunity 


to stimulate a worthy idealism through the stories of 


noble characters of the Bible and other historical liter- 


ature. 
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Chapter I 


A. What is the Heroic? 
7 


First of all it should be clearly understood that 
human life, as is becoming more and more apparent, is a 
social affair. Its ideas, customs, moral standards, 
ideals and attitudes are socially created. The learner 
is being prepared to take his place in a social life. 
One of the great objectives of all education, whether 
religious or secular, is to afford a basis for these 
social attitudes. 

The learning process is not an individual affair of 
building up perceptions through memory, imagination, and 
concepts to judgments. But it is through and through 
a social process and can be carried on to the best ad- 


- Therefore the 


vantage only in a social situation. 
learning process has to be begun in a society, at the 
bottom ... and as experience broadens new factors enter 
in. 

Freedom of choice is a critical thing in the develop- 
ment of personality. this discussion was begun on the 
premise that persons have the freedom of self-direction, 
the power to fashion themselves after an ideal. This 
is one of the highest characteristics of the human self. 
At this point let us discuss choice and how it can be 
a 

Kilpatrick, W. H. Foundations of Method, pp. 324-325. 


See this reference for transfer of training. 
See Bower, W. C. The Curriculum of Religious Education. 
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influenced and directed by the use of the heroic. Choice 
is the critical thing in personality. It is in choosing 
how to act that the individual really expresses himself. 
Here the sum total of external influences, internal de- 
sires, of instincts, of knowledge, of habits and of ideals 
are balanced and the personality expresses its real self 
in deciding what to do. This is not.a special faculty, 
but is the whole of personality at a critical stage in 
its work. | 

Dr. Buckham points out that "the person, the self, 
is not a static being, a substance, but a self-active 
energy. With this self-activity there goes, ipso facto, 
in the case of the person, the freedom of choice, selec- 
tion, the whereby to elect and pursue ends, self-determi- 
nation. Arguments, many and apparently unanswerable, 
may be made to prove that we are not thus free, but they 
are bird-bolts against the Gibraltar of the consciousness 
of freedom. There is, it is true, a sphere of our ex-. 
istence in which we are not free, namely, the empirical 
order, the sphere of events, circumstances and happenings. 
But the sphere of our own real selfhood, the motherland 
of personal life, in which we live our truest life ..... 
that is of large and puissant liberty where we are among 
the great issues of the moral and spiritual life, as the 
free sons of God." 
ae 


Buckham, J. W. Personality and the Christian Ideal, 
pp. 10-25. 
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there are two objects in view in getting choices. 
There is the task of getting the right individual choices 
and that of getting the habit and disposition of right 
choosing. The latter is the greater purpose and is the 
subject of this discussion; that is, the setting up of 
ideals of worth so that when time for decision comes 
youth will have some companion star as a guide. There 
is, however, no way to get the habit of right choosing 
other than through practicing in right choosing. This 
means repeating the individual choice until the habit 
is fixed. The task, then, is to show how the use of 
heroes can be a guide = an influence in determining 
choice so as to insure that the self shall be the actual 
chooser. Before going into the ways of proceeding, let 
us consider a diagram suggested by Galloway which clari- 
fies the physiological psychology. We realize, however, 
the inaccuracy with which a person can make such marked 
zones. It is known that Schopenhauer, and after him 
Hartmann, tried to determine the reason of choice, but 
such attempts must always be partial because one can 
never be sure of discovering all the unconscious factors. 

Personality has three main parts: 1. The re- 
ceiving portions (receptors) that look out on stimuli 
(attention and appreciation are its great functions). 


2. Personality has a responding side (effectors) that 
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REALM OF PERSONALITY | 
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Galloway, T. W. The Use of Motive in Teaching Morals 
and Religion. ~ : 


a Te ae 


| ae hue sae 


. 


de Saei CRs, LP ARES 


a 5 am : 
a - 4 - - “ ie ny tiie tl. aga Aaa cman geen - = 


AS 


look toward behavior or response. 5. Then there is 
that which lies between the stimuli and the response, 

the function of which is to correlate and adjust be- 
havior to the stimulus. The third region is where our 
real personal values lie. This is where one grows most. 
The reception or stimuli may possibly be improved, and 
certainly the skill of our responses, but our greatest 
gain is within. 

There are at maturity three great groups of internal 
qualities by which we can appeal to choice. (a) There 
are the impulses which one inherits, plus whatever 
change has come to them from one's experiences. (b) There 
are the desires which are built up as the result of the 
operation of increasing consciousness, acting upon one's 
impulses, satisfactions, etc. (c) Also one has the 
powers of intellect and reason which come to one through 
teaching or through experience. These three things, 
acting singly or together, are the chief positive spon- 
sors and inspirers of choice and action. There is often 
a real conflict between ideas (judgment) and desires, 
and ideas may retard or inhibit the natural effect of 
desire or choice, This is the point at which life be- 
comes moral. 

Habits are standardized modes of thinking, feeling, 
and acting, standards are chiefly a matter of knowledge 


and judgment. Ideals are made up of ideas, desires, and 
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_ purposes, which are really delayed responses which may 
reinforce or inhibit the various appeals to choice. 

Perhaps the present trend in education has been con- 
fined too much to the training of the intellect and the 
skill in expression. More attention should be given 
to the development of right impulses and desires as 
well as to the sublimating and replacement of poor ones. 

Therefore, the two chief ways of influencing choice 
are: (a) by changing the stimuli (that is by varying the 
impression and bringing to bear...the teaching, example, 
influence, appeals to the various internal impulses, and 
the like...) and so modifying the steps that lead up to 
the choice as to influence its character; (b} the re- 
sponses or behavior may be changed in various external 
ways. Thus habits and other steps leading up to choices 
may be educated because conduct reacts on all the steps 
leading to it. Choices are educated by action and by 
the experiences growing out of actions, just as really 
as by impression. 

The act of choosing develops the power and dispo- 
sition to choose and guide future choice. 

In the realm of training choices by impression the 
appeal of the hero falls. It is necessary to bring 
information, appeals and examples before them, and so 


present all this, in order that the original desires and 
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instincts may be modified through new desires connected 
with the development of knowledge, reasoning, standards, 
and ideals. 

By giving, prematurely, that is, during the period 
when early adolescence is looking toward ideal heroes, 
these ideas from the stock of human experience, one can 
change the nature of the total appeal to personality and 
modify choice. It is in this way that the lives of 
present day heroes are made to influence the lives of 
the young. 

Experiences should be selected in particular that 
present alternatives and involve choices. The greatest 
educational result will not be derived from situations to 
which one can respond in but one way, nor will they be 
derived from a type of education in which one is told, 
apart from real and concrete situations, what he is ex- 
pected to do. Learning proceeds to the highest ad- 
vantage when the learner is confronted with a situation 
in which he may do several possible things, but in which, 
after deliberation, he chooses to do the one which is in 
keeping with the established purpose and movement of his 
life. 

To be sure, in the presence of such alternatives, 
there is always the possibility of @ wrong choice, but 
this is an inevitable part of the risk which is involved 


where choices must be made, 
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It is the only situation in which creative and responsible 
thinking is possible. It is the situation which lifts 
the response away from the mechanical bonds of reflex and 
instinct, into the clear light of intelligence and choice. 
Substantial progress in character formation cannot pro- 
ceed upon a lower basis. {Tk 

Miss Cather in her book Hducation by Story Telling 
divides the interests of childhood into several different 
periods. In order to understand the group with which 
we are dealing it is necessary as well to understand, 
somewhat, the preceding periods. The first is the 
rhythmic period which includes the years under six. 

In this period the heart, or framework, of the story 
of the hero must be made up of events that are fraught. 
with interest in the child's particular period of mental 
development, and must introduce personages whom he aeata 
like to companion and whose movements he will follow with 
approval, pity, condemnation, or rejoicing. Under such 
conditions the boys or girls or animals who contribute 
to the action of the tale are not strangers out of books 
but are in harmony with the child's experiences and mean 
as much to him as the people and animals he knows. Be- 
cause they do mean so much the child lives in the tale. 

It becomes part of him and he a part of the story. The 
hero becomes a real person to him and his emotional power 


is stirred, his power of evaluating is strengthened, and 
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some of the foundation blocks of character are laid 

In the imaginative period (years 6,7, and 8) the 
child enters a world of make-believe. He no longer 
desires tales and jingles that are nothing more than a 
recounting of facts he already knows. He delights in 
playing that he is some other than himself, in pretending 
Shatehs is doing things beyond the range of his possi- 
bilities; and because he craves a larger expression he 
craves also fanciful, imaginative tales in which he may 
have those experiences. The child enjoys fairy stories. 
Here is an opportunity to use the fairy tales that have 
grown out of the life of the race. There is no excuse 
for using tales that corrupt or injure in any way, when 
there are enough desirable ones to satisfy every desire 
of a normal child. Let the test of the selection be 
this: Does this story contain an element or picture 
that will shock a sensitive child or whet the cruel ten- 
dencies of a rough revengeful character? If *it-dees, do 
not use it. 


In the heroic period’ (years 8 to 12) the child enters 


another period of realism. The barbaric fighting instinct 


manifests itself and in many children a destructive curi- 
osity is apparent. The hero of this period, contrasted 
with the one of the period we are studying, is the hero 
of physical courage and prowess rather than the one of 


1 
Cabot, E. L. Seven Ages of Childhood, pp. 90-140. 
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spiritual idealism. The boy wants to live through 
nights of danger and days of daring. There is no time 
in the child's life preceding the period which we are 
especially studying when the teacher or leader has a 
finer opportunity of sowing seeds that shall come into 
fruition than in this realistic-hero period. Children 
crave action, danger, daring. It is a cry of nature that 
cannot be silenced and because the hunger is not satis- 
fied in a wholesome way children go where they can find 
the food they must have, for numerous doors are open to 
them. This period has much to do with the proper tran- 
sition from the age of realism to the following period 
of moral and spiritual idealism. 

During the romantic period (years 12 and 13) the 
child's rougher instincts begin to soften. Romance 
and sentiment develop. 

The point of view of the early adolescent (12,13,14) 
is rapidly changing. He is interested intensely in 
dress, himself, appearances, manners, girls, and public 
opinion. His taste in literature changes as completely 
as his personal habits. He desires stories of a higher 
type of heroism than those of an earlier period, stories 
of romance and chivalry, and social emotions become ex- 
pressed. 

Now he is ready for stories tinged with romance, 


those pervaded by a spirit of fiery idealism in which 
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knights risk limb and life in loyalty to principle, for 
fealty to king, or some fair lady. Romance is touching 
the child's own life and his noblest emotions are awakened 
by noble words. 

This is the period of life's first idealism. Boys 
and girls now begin to form ideals for themselves, These 
first ideals are concrete and are often found in some 
person. This period has well been called the age of 
hero-worship. Early adolescents conceive ideals but 
not in personal terms now....ideals and persons are 
inseparable. The boy worships his hero because he sees 
in him the embodiment of an inward longing of his own, 
and he loves the strength and courage, manliness and 
truth, not in and for themselves, but for what they ac- 
tually accomplish in the person about whom achievement 
casts a glamor. One can not help a boy or girl of this 
age by talking about ideals in general and in the abstract. 
One must set before them a hero. But this is not easy, 
as heroes are not made to order or worshiped according 
to precept. Boys especially seem apt to idealize wrong 
characters and fail to be attracted by the heroes we 
would press upon them. 

Farlier in life, the child had imitated those whom 
he knew best -- father, mother, or teacher. Then their 
word was law and to be like them was his dearest wish. 

But that time is past. life is reaching beyond home 


and school. 
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Its heroes come from new worlds just opening to the 
vision of boyhood and girlhood. They must be in some 
way removed from the ordinary round of humdrum and familiar 
things. They must have something of the mystery which 
always surrounds an object of worship. Boys are most 
apt to get their heroes from the world of men about them, 
while girls from their reading of history or fiction. 
Boys always idealize men, while girls choose men or women. 
It is achievement that makes a hero. Men who can 
do things well, men who can get results, men who can in 
anything, are the boys' heroes just as they are ours. 
Because the boy's instincts and interests are primitive 
he is ready to idealize physical strength or skill or 
daring. He will worship the leader of the gang, the 
football captain, the star pitcher, or the town's best hun- 
ter or fisherman. If he does worship something inferior 
it is because he is not able to realize achievement of a 
different sort. As fast as he becomes able to compre- 
hend the work of Edison or Lincoln or Luther he is ready 
to pay tribute to strength of intellect and heart and will. 
Some time ago there were published in several period- 
icals various definitions of what ideals are. They do 
not entirely support the thesis of this paper at times, 
but they are of particular interest because they repre- 
sent the thought of to-day from different angles. These 
quotations are given here in order to set before us some 


differences of opinion. 
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i a ie 
What Are Ideals? 


"Ideals are the substantial concepts of God which 
throw upon the mental screen the shadows we have learned 
to call real. In proportion to the serenity and clarity 
of the screen are the delineations correct. The de- 
viations of the mental screen cause the distortions of 


the shadows known as’ woe. ” 


‘Ideals are the will-o-the-wisps of the human mind, 
something one is always pursuing but never quite captures, 
for in the moment of capture it eludes the pursuer and 
beckons, onward. Ideals are at one and the same time 
the cause and the result of progress. We form in our 
mind a goal to be reached; but as we progress to that 
goal the very progress we make changes our conception 
of things, and the old ideal vanishes and a new one is 
formed. Thus Ideals create progress and in turn pro- 


gress recreates Ideals." 


"Ideals are standards of perfection operating as 
dynamic stimuli to set in motion impulses that traverse 
brain network to muscle tissue, thus determining both 
outward and emotional behavior. They are extracts, 
distilled by the mind, of the sublime found diffused 
through solid reality. They are air castles built of 


selected fragments. and of discontinued ecstasies of real 
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life -- stunt flights of the imagination over the Atlantic 
of reality. They are sometimes directing brain beacons 
but often merely mental mirages. Ideals are often 
fancies forcing a fruitless seeking for a perfect mate 


and preventing a happy intimacy with fact." 


"“Tdeals...are our highest conceptions of character, 
thought, or achievement...character that embodies most of 
good and least of evil, as we understand good or evil; 
thought that comes nearest to truth as we see it; achieve- 


ment that best fulfills the purpose of being." 


“TIdeals...are emotional mental states suggestive of 


unattained possibilities of achievement.’ 


The Human Ideal 

"We ought to do that which makes ourselves valuable, 
and we ought not to do that which makes ourselves worth- 
less. We ourselves become valuable if we fulfill that 
deepest will toward absolute values. The absolute 
values become the ideals of man, the goal for his action. 
Life has a meaning, our souls are eternally valuable, 
that is in so far as we help to erect and to realize 
through our actions of thought and of body the ideals of 
truth and beauty, of progress and morality, of happiness 


and love and religion." 
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This last definition comes nearer to the truth, 
and it is the one which the writer of this paper be- 
lieves to be the basis upon which we have a solid ground 


for the teaching of the heroic. 


ideals 
In consultation with many educators and public men 
and women, Collier's, a national weekly, has prepared 
a code and has distributed over a third of a million 
copies to the schools of: America. The code is as 
follows: 
MORAL COURAGE FOR YOUTH. 
In God we trust. 


If iwant to be a happy, useful citizen, I must have: 


Courage and Hope. 
I must be brave.-- This means i must be brave enough 
and strong enough to control what I think, and what I 
say, and what I do, and I must always be hopeful because 


hope is power for improvement. 


Wisdom. 
I must act wisely -- in school, at home, playing, 
working, reading, or talking. I must learn how to choose 


the good and avoid the bad. 


Industry and Good Habits. 


I must make my character strong. -- My character is 
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what I am, if not in the eyes of others, then in the eyes 
' of my own conscience. Good thoughts in my mina will 
keep out bad thoughts. When I am busy doing good I 
shall have no time to do evil. I can build character 


by training myself in good habits. 


Knowledge and Usefulness. 

I must Gare my mind strong. -- The better I know myself, 
my fellows, and the world about me, the happier and more use- 
ful I shall be. I must always welcome knowledge in school, 
at home, everywhere. 

Truth and Honesty. 

I must be truthful and honest. -- i must know what 
is true in order to do what is right. I must teil the 
truth without fear. I must be honest in all my dealings 
and in all my thought. Unless I am honest, I can not 
have self respect. 

healthfulness and 
Unselfishness. 

I must use my strength to help others who need it.-- 

If I am strong, I can help others. et can be kind, I can 
forgive those who hurt me, and i can help and protect 
the weak, the suffering, the young and the old, and dumb 
animals. 

Charity. 


I must love.-- I must love God, who created not only 
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this earth but also all men of all races, nations, and 
creeds, who are my brothers. I must love my parents, 
my home, my neighbors, my country, and be loyal to all 
these. 

Humility and Reverence. 

I must know that there are always more things to 
learn.-- What I may know is small compared to what can 
be known. I must respect all who have more wisdom 
than I, and have reverence for all that is good. And 


I must know how and whom to obey. 


Faith and Responsibility. 

I must do all these things because I am accountable 
to God and to humanity for how I live and how I can help 
my fellows, and for the extent to which my fellows may 
trust and depend upon me. 

To these examples of lists prepared by individuals 
upon the basis of their own opinions can be added many 
formulations made by other individuals, such as The 


Boy Scout Code, ana Stephens College Code. 


2 
Chivalry as a system was, above all things, feudal. 


It was the champion of Christianity against Mohammedanism 


i 
Charters, W. W. The Teaching of Ideals, pp. 27-41. 
2 


Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, article, “Chivalry." 
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and a struggle to win back the grave of Christ. Under 
this enthusiasm the Arms for Christ, the earliest of the 
formal Orders of Knighthood, were constituted. There 
is no doubt that the earlier orders were organized for 
conquest and restoration. Later when Christianity had 
had time to leaven the lump, a new element was intro- 
duced into knighthood -- valor. The interpretation of 
Christianity into the practice that had oe, dae this 
reduced the barbarity of war. Ruthless pillage and 
wanton bloodshed were widely prevalent, nevertheless. 
However, the obligation of the knight not to make war 
unjustly was a step in advance. 

The morals of an age cannot fairly be ascribed to 
any single institution and evidence favors the view that 
the sexual and other standards of the middle ages improved 
under chivalry. No doubt Christianity had its share 
in bringing about the advance. 

No nobler rendering of the high thought in the soul 
of chivalry is to be found than in Gawain and the Green 
Knight (1360), which tells in fable of the moral grace 
as well as the courtly dignity of the Round Table of 
Edward III. It makes its brave hero not only scrupu- 
lously pure but triumphantly courteous even in the resis- 
tance of a temptress. That this is not all feigning 
we can gather from Chaucer's Knight. In many battle- 


fields he had gained sovereign renown but it was on his 
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quiet virtues that the poet lays the stress. 
"And though that he were worthy he was wys, 
And of his part as meek as is a mayde. 
He never yet no vileinge ne sayde 
In all his lyf, un-to no manner wight. 
He was a verray parfit gentil kmyght."* 

Chivalry 's primitive cult of physical vigor and 
bravery faded into a convention; its label of rank it 
held long on the continent and still holds in Britain; 
but its abiding merit was its power to transmit into the 
vague standards of honor of a gentleman a tradition of 
personal ethics which, with many follies, has long made 
"noblesse oblige" a living maxim of the common day. 
Besides it is a memory which still stirs the heart like 
the sound of a trumpet. 

There is little doubt that Christianity had a direct 
influence in the change of standards or that our present 
concept of Christian heroism has come from this early and 
crude form of expression of heroism, for as G. S. Hall 


says, "The very life blood of chivalry is heroism. "* 


IV. 
Compared with the adult the child is more inclined 


to give a subjective interpretation of the apperceived 
surroundings in such a way that his own life impulses 
2 . 

Prologue, 68-72, Canterbury Tales. 
a 

Hall, G. S. Adolescent Psychology, Vol. II. p. 442. 
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and feelings are projected into the things. The ideals 
which the child's mind furnishes, for the understanding 
of the world, belong, therefore, more to the imagination 
than to the logical understanding or to objective memory. 
Memory and imagination both work with the material which 
experience has supplied, but memory reproduces that ma- 
terial in the order of the foregoing fact, the imagina- 
tion combines the material in an order which is deter- 
mined by the individual desires and feelings. Whatever 
we reason or fancy, whatever we expect or meditate upon, 
whatever we hold before our minds as our knowledge or as 
our dream is made up of the same material out of which 
our memories are shaped. In every case we have re- 
productions of earlier expressions controlled by a cer- 
tain purpose. 

The most eccentric imagination can not fancy a color 
which it has never seen, or a sound which it has never 
heard, or a taste that it has never tried. 

On the other hand, even the most faithful memory 
can never give us the complete reproduction of a past 
experience. Only that which serves the particular pur- 
pose enters into our remembrance. , 

Our imagination gives color to distant history and 
to our own life story. Our imagination plays on our 
present surrounding; our imagination makes us dream of 


castles in the air. It is our imagination which makes 
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us inventive, which brings happy solutions of problems 
to our mind, not by calculation of knowledge, but by 
the instinctive desires. It is a joyful play of ideas 
controlled by the demand for the satisfaction of an 
emotional desire. 

Imagination is the process by which images recur 
to the mind -- but its most important use is to enrich 
i SA Thus it is the pictorial faculty. As such, it 
is not only a source of mental enjoyment, but it is of 
great assistance to thought and will in accomplishing 
personal ends. 

‘William James recognizes two forms -- the produc- 
tive and the reproductive. 

Reproductive imagination repaints what we call the 
facts. It colors them, makes them glow with their 
original color. There is much of artistry in the work 
of the imagination as imagination and memory unite to 
reproduce a scene as it stands out with a kind of im- 
mortal significance and in a framework all its own. 

When Wordsworth sees the daffodils beside the lake, 
"Fluttering and dancing in the breeze,...flash upon the 
inward eye which is the bliss of solitude," then his 
heart "with rapture fills and dances with the daffodils." 

Creative imagination takes portions of remembered 
scenes, events, and experiences and builds them into a 


new picture. Imagination is rich in potency and lavish 
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in artistry, and to none of us is a share denied in the 
creative power which belongs to the very nature of the 
self. 

There are unlimited possibilities for the cultiva- 
tion of imagination. Professor Calkin regards the cul- 
tivation of the imagination as limited to the cultiva- 
tion of the memory. 

But we must not overlook the possibilities of ima- 
Zination of a contrasted character: as fear -- hatred -- 
evil -- so that it becomes an instrument of terror and 
dismay, a haunting reminder of the imagery of ill, upon 
which a disordered mind might feed. In the atmosphere 
of the emotions and lofty conceptions of religion, ima- 


gination reaches its purest and highest exercise. 


B. Who Is the Hero? 
3% 


Is our formula for a hero one that is sufficiently 


colorful in an act of daring, skill, or ingenuity? Do 


we measure heroism by bravery or by the dramatic quality 


of its exhibition? Drama is struggle, and triumphal 
struggle, and may be exploited as an inspiration to 
others. What we want to inspire other men to be is 
heroic, not spectacular. 

With notable figures like Byrd, Lindbergh, and 


others, we are grossly unfair because we emphasize, not 


their contributions to science, or what not, but principally 
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the vivid way in which they have forged ahead of other 
men. Their success should certainly be applauded -- 
but when our applause becomes a subjective hysteria, 
instead of objective appreciation, we breed false stan- 


dards and corrupt ambition. 
Re 


Fear is an instinct and courage is control of fear 
by will power. | True heroism is conscious courage. 

From this follows that prereetien of a hero should spring, 
not from Dee ercnent: but from the conscious rationaliza- 
tion that leads to that achievement. 

A great stimulant to so-called courage is emotion. 
There are no doubt lives which, when touched by sudden 
horror, such as occurs in war, become cold, clammy, and 
emotionless. Reason loses its balance and careless 
emotion has control. 

There is a story of this kind which vividly illus- 
trates the point. 

He was a hospital corps man. Many, many times he 
had risked his life in caring.for wounded men. He was 
careful, agile, and valiant, but was not considered a 
hero until a certain event occurred. One day he leaned 
over a gory victim who showed signs of extreme agony, 
as his face had been nearly shaved away by a fragment of 


shell. The hospital man suddenly recognized the horror 
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of it all, as his buddy, his comrade, his brother lay 
in the stinking trenches. Emotionally he turned dull 
to everything, caring no longer whether he lived or not. 
Numbed to his former apprehensions, indifferent to the 
fact that he was a necessary and useful factor, he strode 
relentlessly into the maelstrom of death, and for ten 
hours carried wounded men, single handed, from places 
where it seemed none could go and still live. Grief 
and fury had made him indifferent. He lived and was 
decorated a hero. Because the emotion of his terrible 
grief had stunned his fear, his true heroism ended where 
the acts for which his country decorated him began. 

Another great incentive to heroism is man's conscious- 
ness of his social self. This is the part of him which 
is nourished by the recognition which he receives from 
other men. He acts in certain ways because he is ever 
conscious of what men think of him, how they esteem him. 
A man's fame, his honor, his reputation, all that is 
thought fine, are integral parts of the terrific emotional 
voltage concealed within him.....his social self. 

p52 

The greatest hero is he who, trembling with full 
comprehension of peril, declines to flee. The conviction 
that danger may pass him by may subtract any or all of 


his fear, but without fear there can be no true courage. 
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Sadly enough, the great raison d'€étre of a "hero" 
like Lindbergh is not his heroism, entirely, but the fact 
that he satisfies the intense subjectivity of the human 
race. At first it was not the objective man and his 
true heroism, the two-legged pilot, who had many of the 
characteristics of a great hero, but it was the sub- 
jective hero, who loosed a torrent of mass emotion such 
as the world has never seen. He was the creature of 
our imagination, representing what we yearned to be, 
young, handsome, triumphant, daring, modest, and adored. 
It is true that now, after the first spell is over, that 
we are beginning to see and understand Lindbergh's true 
heroism. After the hysterical adulation of the mob has 
passed, the world is beginning to see that he was more 
than a spectacular idol; he was an expert air pilot with 
a genuine desire to give himself for the accomplishment 
of something lasting and noble for his country and hu- 
manity. The recognition that he has been accorded under: 
more thoughtful eee ae represents the truly heroic 
in him. Now, it is this latter quality which has come 
to recognition, which will stand the test of time md 
make Lindbergh an immortal hero. 

The true hero rarely can claim the adulation of the 
crowd. In cases where clean-cut human courage is exhi- 
bited, the man does not become a conventional hero, His 


acts are not colorful enough and do not receive the 
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necessary notoriety to stir up public interest. 

Lieutenant Commander William Cory, "Bill", was not 
an excitable chap, but he could think on occasion and he 
habitually kept his head. On October 3, 1920, he took 
off in a plane at Hartford, Connecticut, with Lieutenant 
Wagner. On the take-off, as he was thirty-five feet 
in the air, the motor stalled. He saw a tree directly 
aheda of him. Wagner, who was piloting the plane, tried 
to miss it, but he could not, and the plane crashed into 
a. Flames burst forth and eveloped the pilot in their 
midst. Cory was thrown clear. Though injured he was 
able to struggle to his feet. He saw before him a ter- 
rible sight. Wagner was struggling to extricate himself 
from the fiery wreckage. There was no crowd to cheer 
nor help. Cory had to act alone and against the anguished 
protest of every nerve and muscle of his body. He 
hobbled with pain to the flames and courageously entered 
them, to the burning man. 

Wagner died that night and Cory died five hours 
later. Had Cory lived, no cheering crowd would have 
lined the streets to see him pass and to fill the air 
above his scarred forehead with a snow storm of confetti. 
This is true heroism which symbolizes the life and deeds 


of our greatest hero who gave Himself for another. 
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C. Imitation. 


Suggestion and Example 

Suggestion: When we exept what another says 
merely because he says it, or do what someone else does 
because he does it, we are acting upon suggestion. 
Contrariwise, we become active suggestors when we make 
statements or perform actions which others uncritically 
accept or imitate. 

Suggestion is an extremely common method of building 
up attitudestoward ideals and of providing trait actions 
for then. Sometimes the power is quite spectacular. 
Emotional epidemics are often due to its influence. The 
hysteria of one girl in a school room caused seven other 
giris to become hysterical within five minutes. 

The most important feature of the technique of 
suggestion is language. The value of this orthat is 
usually given in words, “That is good,* "That. is. fine", 
etc. While the leader is doing this the one being 
taught is accepting evaluations. 

There must be confidence in the youth's capacity 
to accept suggestions.. 

Presenting high standards to children acts as a 
suggestion for their acceptance; that is, in a school or 
club where high standards are suggested, the group un- 
consciously comes to believe in those standards and to 


accept them as right. 
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Le 
The most commonly used form of suggestion is 


example. In developing ideals the learner is influenced 
by his observations of others. From these examples he 
gets suggestions for ideals and conduct. 

The story of the Great Stone Face illustrates this. 
In this well-known story an analysis is presented that 
shows how calmness and strength exhibited in the great 
stone face, which stood out from the brow of the hill, 
was accepted and used as a basis of action by the youth 
who lovingly gazed upon it for years. William, aged 
thirteen, who was interested in manliness, accepts it 
as his authority. His associate Robert, aged seventeen, 
smokes cigarettes and uses "tough" words, and because 
he is an example, William imitates him. 

Example may create a desire for an ideal, or it may 
provide suggestion for trait action when a desire for 
an ideal is already present. 

The frequency of occurrence of example is very 
great. In fact example is the by-product of each act 
we perform. Everything that we do may influence someone 
else for good or for bad. 

Example is extremely powerful because it lends 
authority to the trait. We may talk about ideals in 
the class room, but the acid test comes when youth sees 
them being lived. People who follow and live high 


high ideals in a community make it easier for youth to 
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do likewise. It is doubtful whether any method of teach- 
ing an ideal will work in a community where a convincing 
number of persons who follow the ideals cannot be found. 
It is influential in eradicating bad ideals as well 
as in developing good ones. 

There are limitations in the influence of example. 
Only the sensitive person sees and recognizes example. 
Not all people who live in the midst of mountains appre- 
ciate the beauties. We are unconscious of any diffi- 
culty to which the example may apply. | 

Hxample does not possess certainty as a nethod of 
developing character. It operates in only a small 
percentage, but it is extremely efficient, when it does 
operate. 

Yi ay 

Pattern Ideas are factors of social progress. So- 
Ciety guides the process of individual development by 
furnishing so-called patterns. They guide individuals 
not only to the stage of development attained by the race, 
but also to the experiences of new purposes and new means 
of control added year by year to the social stock. 

Society cannot give directly to the individual new 
purposes and means of control; it can make him conscious 
of them only by guiding the processes through which new 


purposes and new means of control are acquired. + For 


i 
Coursault, J. He Principles of Education, pp. 161-162. 
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guiding this process there must be two kinds of social 
patterns, that which guides the process through which 
new purposes are acquired, and that which guides the 
process through which new means of control are acquired. 

A child may be guided by social influence to acquire 
the purpose of using polite table manners. The example 
of his elders, the admonition which they give hin, or 
perhaps their disapproval at ill manners, along with 
the elders! intelligent help -- all bear upon the fashion 
in which the child probably will pattern himself. 

The pattern set up to a youth working in an office 
or factory probably will have a direct bearing upon his 
industry or honesty. 

The acquiring of new means of control suggests an 
instance in which an individual is led to understand that 
putting crude oil on a pool of stagnant water is a means 
of avoiding malarial fever. He appreciates the fact 
that sickness should be prevented, perhaps through his 
neighbors'sickness, newspaper reports, or through some 
printed or spoken words. He finally comes to the point 
where he realizes also that crude oil on a pool of stag- 
nant water will prevent the mosquito from breeding. Here 
he uses this means of preventing malarial fever in his 
community. Thus with guidance he can acquire in a very 
short time a means of control which has been the result 


of years of labor on the part of scientific experts. 
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In every community, for good or for bad, other 
persons control the youth's meanings and feelings of 
values by manipulating the visible handles with which 
he comes into contact. It is by manipulating that he 
is guided to acquire further purposes and means of control 
as he is made to associate intimately with ends or to 
define and solve problems: 

If early adolescents live in a community where the 
social patterns are on a low leva, and where their 
heroes are those of an immoral character, then it ne- 
cessarily follows that the majority of those young people 
will be impressed and stamped with the pattern of their 


community. 
hes 


There are three or more classes of imitative action, 
depending on the kind of mental process of which they are 
an outcome, Two may be spoken of here, as the third deals 
with simple physical and ideo-motor actions. 

Some person or some kind of skilled action excites 
our admiration and we take the admired person or action 
as our model and set ourselves deliberately to imitate 


the person or action. 


L 
Coursault, J. H. Principles of Education, pp. 161-167. 
Charter, W. W. Methods in Teaching, 1912. pp. 26-40. 
Bagley, W. C. Educational Values, 1911. pp. 164-179. 
Points to religion as the chief source of materials 
for the direct development of ideals. } 
2 


McDougal, Wm. Social Psychology, 1921 
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In another type of imitation the person observes 
a certain action, and his attention concentrates not 
on the movement, but on the effects produced by it. 

When the person finds himself in a similar situation the 
idea of the effect observed comes back to his mind and 
perhaps leads girectly to action. 

Impression and imitation are, then, processes of 
fundamental importance for social life. Imitation is 
a prime condition for all collective mental life. When 
people think, feel, and act as members of a group of any 
kind, whether a mere mob, a committee, a political or 
religious association, a city, a nation, or any other 
social aggregate, their collective actions show that 
the mental processes of each person have been profoundly 
modified in virtue of the fact that he thought, felt, and 
acted as one of a group and in reciprocal mental action 
with the other members of the group and with the group 
as a whole. In the simpler forms of social grouping, 
imitation is the principal condition of this alteration 
of the individual's mental processes. 

In the development of individual human beings, imi- 
tation is seen as the agency through which the child is 
led on from the life of mere animal impulse to the life 
of self-control, deliberation, and true volition. 

Imitation shades imperceptibly into emulation. 


Emulation is the impulse to imitate that which another 
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is doing in order that the doer will not seem inferior. 
Emulation is the very nerve of society. People wish 
that they may not be lonely or eccentric or cut off from 


their share of the things which their neighbors have. 


ee ee — ——————— 


this is an aspect -- an opportunity -- in which 
leaders many times fail. They are so interested in the 
immediate problems which face them, and fail to understand 
the imagination and dreams of the early adolescent. This 
is the dream age, with the very practical end in view of 
making the dreams realities. The dreams of this age 
strongly affect personality and furnish dominant motives 
for conduct. Life and all its relationships become 
idealized. Youth begins to see the inner meaning of 
things, with a growing wonder. The young person has his 
pessimisms, but has much more of optimism. The world is 
‘good, go forward and possess it. The wise leader who 
wins his way into the lives of young people by setting 
before them, with enthusiasm, the ultimate ideals of 
Jesus -- without foot-notes -- and with all the impossi- 
bility that there may be in attempting to live them, will 
find a hearty response in the mind and heart of youth. 
There is no task too difficult nor with too many hard- 
ships for them. They are ready when the right person 
challenges them to enlist in the seemingly impossible 


manly task. It is this glorious optimism and imagination 
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of youth which leaders must understand. 

A college lad was heard telling a younger person 
how he might 40th” the young people's society. He said, 
"We are passing out some cards with a creed upon then. 

It is liberal, it does not bind you, it does not involve 
you in a lot of resolutions you may break later, it will 
not mean any work for you." This age does not want 
something easy. Youth wants to be challenged with the 
impossible--wants to do the thing that others have failea 
tO dO. It wants a Christianity which will take its very 
best. Youth wants to take a part in the tasks that re- 
quire generation upon generation to make a showing. 

Now when this is said, there is one thing which is 
absolutely vital in getting young people to make decisions 
for Christian service and to maintain a constant alle- 
giance and loyalty to it. Jesus Christ must be pictured 
to their imaginations with all the charm of the impossible. 
He must be made to live in their lives, and they must 
learn to walk with Him in their daily lives and talk to 
him in their lonely hours and when problems face them. 
Then they will have that great friend to turn to and say, 


"Jesus, what will you have me do in this situation?" 
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Chapter II 


A. Presenting Heroic Materials. 


z. 
Heroes of Religion. 


The Bible is the first and most important source 
of religious heroes. It is in the Bible that those 
prophets of the soul are seen, who found no barriers 
too difficult, no problems too complicated, no life 
or country too degenerate, to attempt, with the help 
of God, to carry the message. 

But of all heroes, of all lands, in any realm of 
life, none has come so near to a truly great and complete 
hero as Jesus. 

He stands towering above all the heroes whom we know. 
He ateee so nobly and with such perfect courage and heroism 
that men have said that it surely must be a myth, that he 
must be a creature from the fantastic realm of imagination. 
But, in spite of all those who have tried to prove him an — 
imposter, some fairy ideal, there remains the proof of 
his power, his manliness, and heroism. 

He is not primarily a hero, because, as some might 
say, he lived as His Father in Heaven wished him to do. 

To many of us, with the idealism of youth, Jesus comes 
as the fulfillment of our dream. Somehow he seems to 
be the culminating ideal of the race. Even in Isaiah, 


when the unknown prophet was writing of his ideal Israel, 
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perhaps he was voicing the ideal that four hundred years 
later was to be made flesh in Jesus Christ. 

So to every heart that still has the idealism of 
youth, Jesus is the true hero. He so perfectly fits 
the yearning of our hearts} Jesus was a true hero, and 
he retold the principle by His life. A true hero can 
rarely claim the adulations of the crowd. His acts 
are not sensational enougn, and do not receive the ne- 
cessary notoriety to stir public interest. Therefore 
the true hero will rarely be accorded a place in the pub- 
lic halls of fame until those for whom he gave himself 
unstintingly rise up and tell from their hearts His 
genuine greatness. 

Therefore it is not strange that the latest gospel, 
the fourth gospel, probably mentions the least number of 
colorful events and is the greatest spiritual interpre- 
tation of our Master and His works. 

The charm of Jesus to the early adolescent, for in- 
stance, to the boy who feels unlimited powers and re- 
sources surging in his veins, is the seemingly impossible 


tasks that Jesus undertood ... and accomplished. In the 


virile manhood of Jesus, the adolescent can catch a glimpse 


of what he would like to be. If he does, he is never an 
aimless, idea-less creature...but one with purpose, am- 


bition, and courage. 
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Coe, George A. What Ails Our Youth}, pp. 91-93. 
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First of all, Jesus' life as a whole, -- if those of 
our age can see it re-live in their imaginations again, -- 
stands out as a tremendous challenge. To those who 
watched Jesus live and work, and even some of his own 
disciples, came the conclusion at the crucifixion that 
it was all utter foolishness. Jesus had met with ridicu- 
lous defeat. It was an appalling fiasco. It was not 
possible for them to see victory to come from an apparant 
defeat. 

A great man is tested by the way he meets critical 
and crucial situations. Jesus, in spite of the tempta- 
tions, which are rightly pictured as being nearly equal 
in power with the truth, stands undaunted as the master 
of His own soul. There must have arisen in His mind and 


heart a tremendous rebellion against His moral and spiri- 


tual nature, and yet He stands as immovable as a Gibraltar. 


The crowd clamored about Him, and in its frenzied 
effort to find an autocratic leader, they claimed Jesus, 
with mob acclaim, as their hero, their emancipator who 
would lead a mighty army of both men and angels against 
the Romans. He would be made King of the Jews. The 
time was ripe. The people hailed Him as King. There 
was no need for a political campaign for He was their 
leader chosen by acclamation. 

What would mere man do in the face of such a trying 
situation? Only a Lincoln or a Cromwell would face such 


an ordeal in any sense wisely. 
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But Jesus, to the amazement of the crowd, fought 
against this worse self and made the greatest decision 
of all times. "My Kingdom is not of the sword but of 
the Spirit." Here is true heroism, that of one who 
followed principles rather than persons, a great hero 
who saw that a thousand, two thousand years hence, 
yea, milleniums in the future, the world would kneel at 
His sacred shrine, not in personal adoration, but at 
the feet of the world's greatest Savior. 

When we find a great personality, that is, one whose 
private and personal life seems to be ideal, it neces- 
sarily follows that we will discover that such a person 
has a definite and clear idea as to what his mission 
and purpose in life are. 

Personal greatness and social concern are inseparable. 
They are as the family is to the child and the child to 
the family. They give mutually and therefore profit or 
suffer mutually. And so it was that Jesus grew out of 
his times. However, it is still possible to believe 
that there was something unique in Him. 

Great men are made by great crises, plus God. At 
least it gives one a greater satisfaction in Jesus to 
think that such is true. If he had come to the world 
as God, perfect, all powerful, without temptations, then 


for most of us he would have little appeal as a hero. 
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Think of the way in which Jesus launched out into 
the realm of the spiritual:+ What did he dare to say 
about God? He dared to throw the old conceptions of 
the Jewish theocrat into the limbo of the past and pro- 
Claim God as His Holy Father. He dared to make Him 
concrete through the heat of His own love. 

The term had been used before, but never with the 
same reality and conviction that Jesus gave to it. Here 
is a masterful soul desiring the truth for humanity...yea, 
more than the truth...the truth made flesh before men. 

He came to men, men who were agnostics, skeptics, 
whose defense was “it may be so." He came as well for the 
indifferent who cared only for to-day. But most of all 
he came to bring joy and comfort to those whose sky was 
overcast -- whose existence was colorless, without purpose -- 
the weak, the poor, the oppressed, the rich. There was 
no man who had fallen too low nor risen too high. He 
was saying to all, "Let me be your ideal -- your hero. 

I can change your world from dark somberness to one of 
brightness and optimism. Come unto me." 

Again Jesus blazed new trails that led to treasures 
and resources as yet unreelized. 

To-day people who must see and feel and taste before 
believing need to set their hearts and minds in tune and 


listen to Jesus, the great adventurer in faith. 


1 
Jones, H. &. the Christ of the Indian Road, pp. 191 f. 
The Concrete Christ. 
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War has left us maimed and crippled. The roar and 
rumbling of war machines still echo in some imaginations. 
Blood from millions of soldiers has crimsoned our sacred 
soils, The world was retarded greatly in every aspect 
of human development. Why all this? Because the world 
forgot, or perhaps has not heeded yet, that the Great 
Adventurer in faith and good will said two thousand years 
ago that war was un-Christian. He did not say it in 
so many words, but from the third temptation in the 
wilderness to the cross of Calvary, Jesus' life and teach- 
ings are the absolute antithesis of the zealots and mili- 
tarists about Him. He steadfastly refused to advance 
His ideals by coercive means. "Love your enemies that 
ye may be sons of your Father in Heaven." 

Evil is to be overcome not by retaliation and retri- 
bution but by vicarious self-sacrifice. He is to over- 
come evil with good. His acts are not to be determined 
by the will of his enemy, but by his own good; not by 
the hate of his foe, but by the love of the Father in 
Heaven. 

Through all of life and its institutions, which 
makes up the Kingdom of God, brotherhood and good will 
are the crowning virtues, and through this gateway only 


will a Christian society come about. 


a 


Eddy, Sherwood 
The Abolition of War, pp. 29-38. 
Page, Kirby 
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--For every person is of immortal worth. That is 
why we must not live on the level of the brute, but rise 
to a high plane where every man lives as a son of God. 
What a challenge to the pagan world, and even to His 
own countrymen. | Come and live like immortal creatures. 

You are all children of a Holy Father. Then, 
inasmuch as you are children you ought to pray, for in 
prayer your Father will be pleased and reward you. 

But the skeptic says, "Why all this sin and sorrow 
in a world which is our Father's?" 

"I am the way," said Jesus, but only a few believed 
Him. Sin came because human beings did not live with 
their fellow-men as Jesus did. 

Life is a training school, but the world is fearful 
of the very things which are needful to make it Christ- 
Like. There is much more suffering than is necessary 
because humanity inflicts injustice upon itself. "On, 
Jerusalem! would that you could see the truth." 

Jesus gave to the world the boldest philosophy of 
all when he gave to it the "second mile" principle. In 
it Jesus speaks supremely by His own example. He shows 
us the power of silent speech, example. 

What heroism is this that He dares to give humanity? 
Is such philosophy foolishness? It seems impossible. 
Because of that youth will become aflame to such an 


impossible task. 
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The Cross is eiknirienat not because of the heroism 
of Jesus at that moment, but because of the life He lived 
which led Him inevitably to the Cross. It is not so 
difficult to die for a cause, but it is difficult to 
live fer it. But Jesus did both. "It is in His 
Cross that the whole life and teaching of Jesus are fo- 
cused and the nature of God is revealed." In the Cross 
God Himself goes the "second mile." He turns the other 
cheek to humanity. Jesus launches his great offensive 
of love and good will. Man sees the power of moral 
suasion pitted against physical force, love against hate, 
good pois net evil. 

“In the Cross history reaches its climax. Humanity 
stands at the cross-roads. There are but two ways, two 
masters, and each man must take his choice between them. 


In presenting Jesus, do not talk about Him as being 


a hero, for many times our purpose is defeated by labeling 


it. Talk about the problems He confronted and how nobly 
He met them. Simply present His life and its deeds 

so vividly and concretely that the strength and power 

of His personality can not help but shine through. 


Lt, 
Heroes of Science. 


Professor Slosson, in his book, Science Remaking the 
World, defines social and anti-social or Christian and 


anti-Christian discoveries. there is a science going 


Slosson, H. H. Science Remaking the World, p. 94. 
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on which is discovering ways to destroy civilization 
rather than to save it. The use of such scientific 
heroes is to be minimized and correctly appraised before 
putting it before the mind of the early adolescent. 

But the stories of the lives of men who have given 
themselves to the study of the microbe -- the pioneers 
of medicine, and such scientists, hold before youth the 
charm of altruism and loving service with undying devotion 
to a cause and a love for humanity. Every teacher and 
leader of youth will miss an opportunity of rare signifi- 
cance if these heroes of immortal note are not made to 
relive in the hearts and imaginations of youth. 


18 
National and Patriotic Heroes. 


Concerning the problem of what to present in the 
way of national and patriotic heroes, and the basic 
principles which underly this problem, there is undoubtedly 
room for wide difference of opinion. But if we are to 
check ourselves by Christian standards, as we understand 
them to-day, then probably we can come to some definite 
conclusions. Our conclusions will be somewhat in the 
nature of departures from prevailing teachings along this 
line. But, nevertheless, if duty and conscience call 
us to be fearless, then here is a bit of practical heroism 
to be displayed by whosoever teaches the new gospel. 

For instance, we have lauded the soldier who went 


over the top, breathing curses against his enemy, and, in 


Coe, George A. What Ails Our Youtn? pp. 33-34, 
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the heat of Wie passion, shooting and stabbing, with the 
heartless steel, the greatest number of men. In the 
past we have dared to proclaim such atrocities as the 
apotheosis of heroism? We have taught our youth, in 
history and civics classes, that the neble warrior, the 
mighty general or admiral, is the true patriot and hero, 

Youngsters have heard this -- their imaginations 
have been so fired by the examples that they have begun 
to dream and hope for the time when they can go ae eae 
off to war...to fight for their country, to become great 
heroes, to wake up some bright morning and find their. 
names emblazoned from the skies....sculptors having carved 
their images in stone...their deed and name to live in the 
hearts of their people immortally. 

This point of view is no longer tenable. No doubt 
there has been a noble display of genuine heroism in 
battle. But it has been BDA ane while the heroes 
of peace have gone unmentioned. Every day, over this 
world, there are brave hearts, noble souls, fighting 
battles of the soul, encountering evils of soem with 
undaunted courage...giving life for others with paradoxical 
lavishness that truly makes great men and women...a Lincoln 
or a Washington. * 

"I have no patience with the man who says he loves 


no one country more than another. Every person who is 


Royden, Maude, Can the United States and England Really 
Be Friends? Lecture. 
2 
Ibid. 
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a good citizen must love his country dearly. He must 
love to the point where he will desire nothing but the 
noblest for her. That kind of Deval patriotism seeks 
to make his country the big brother, not in might, but 
in Christian love. And if we are going to teach national 
heroes of our country, then let us not forget to teach 
that other nations, as well, have just as great heroes, 
This will bring about a fellowship and a love for every 
country which will make way for a mutual international 
understanding and at the same time increase our devotion 
and love for our own land.“ 
TY. 
Heroes of Art. 

An important phase which has often been neglected 

in the education of youtn is the stories and the heroism 


depicted in the lives of artists, authors, sculptors, and 


musicians. There is nothing so romantic, so captivating, 


to youth as the story of a Beethoven, a Milton, a DeVinci, 
or Michael Angelo. 

If there are going to be chances for any genius in 
the future and also if youth is to receive a general 
understanding and appreciation of great art, there must 
be definite training. Not only should there be appre- 
ciation of the artist and his work, but a genuine affec- 
tion for his genius and personal sacrifice for the 
beautiful. Awe Schoo ; 
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"History and fine arts are the truest guides in 
forming new purposes. They reveal the intrinsic value 
of acts as truly as the methods of the assayer test gold. w* 
They lead him to accept purposes not through external 
compulsion but because he feels them necessary for per- 
sonal development through which he may realize his highest 
possibilities, and become in the fullest sense himself. 

It is possible to set up for the early adolescent ideals 
or pattern ideas in the realm of the beautiful. Appre- 
ciation of the beautiful, delightful color harmonies, 
ideals suggestive of rest, peace, freedom, and of the 
joy and mystery of life give richer value to nature and 
life about us. If this can be accomplished, then we 
all live in the presence of these greater worths and are 
practically affected by them. 
Ne 

Heroes of Physical Prowess. 

There is no doubt that a decided influence is exerted 
upon the youth ot to-day by the hero of physical accom- 
plishments. The ordinary athletic star who is acclaimed 
a hero is net a hero at ail....but one who does a dramatic 
deed at a highly dramatic time. It is spectacular. For 


some there may be an element of heroism in it; for instance, 


i 
Coursault, J. H. Principles of Education, pp. 198 f. 


Gordon, K. Aesthetics, 1909, pp 195 f. 
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a college student may love his Alma Mater so truly that 
he forgets self and accomplishes a great feat. However 
the real purpose of athletics must not be forgotten-- 
that is, recreation and self-expression. The average 
American athlete is out for personal glory and applause. 
This is not real heroism, and in the strict sense of the 
word there is very little that is truly heroic which can 


be recommended to addlescents as model conduct. 


B. The Teacher as a Hero. 

To be a hero to young people, as any leader of 
adolescents should be, one must succeed in what he does 
before them if he is to have any great influence. It 
may be that he will be able to approach them through the 
physical side, through athletic prowess. However, this 
is not essential and is never enough. The one thing 
needful is that he must be absolute master of himself, 
and work well, teach well, live strongly, and obtain the 
results sought. 

Dr. Weigle says heroism, like the Kingdom of God, 
‘cometh not with observation." He sooner becomes a 
hero who thinks least of it, and most of the things that 
he is set to do. "We must present Jesus as a hero in 
the sheer strength of His manhood and His achievements. . 
We must talk more about what he did than what he was. 


They will not love Him for His Goodness but they will 


Weigle, L. A. The Pupil and the Teacher. 
(Points out qualifications and real duties of 
the teacher. } 
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learn to love goodness because they honor Him and His 


deeds. 


tag 
The Contagion of a Real Leader. 


What are living Teachers? They are real, genuine, 
like the great Christ. He was never in any sense a 
copy, an echo, and so he had strength and force. He 
was real and therein lay his power. He was a real 
teacher because he had something to teach. --Something 
he believed would make men better and the world happier. 
He believed it so profoundly that he said it would solve 
all the problems of mankind. He was so glad to teach 
it that he sat on the mountain side, crossed and re- 
crossed the lake, met his enemies in the synagogue, 
stopped in the high-ways and by-ways of Jerusalem, went 
to the feast and the wedding, -- yes, even talked by 
the well with a woman of Samaria. All this, that he 
might have the chance to teach, "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life." He taught this because he wanted to. 


No one drove him forth, no one pressed his duty upon 


him, no one ever said, "You ought to"; he said, "I must." 


He had something to teach and taught it, eagerly, 
with enthusiasm and authority. And so to-day the real 
leader does the same thing, and he teaches with power 
wherever he goes. He not only teaches with power but 


such a leader passes the flame of his fire on to others 
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and they, too, become apostles of the high calling. 
Without this it is only in very rare cases that Youth 
will be led into the holy of holies of real leadership. 
the reason there is so much mechanical, empty, forced 
teaching to-day is just because men and women have 
nothing to teach. -- No vital, life-giving belief, no 
personal knowledge of the things to be taught thrill 
their souls until it must be said, with the flaming 
passion of a soul on fire for that truth, "Slay me, 
persecute me -- even then I will be true." It is then 
that the Youth catches the realness and -- dares to 
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